
Vanessa	Wakeman	Bio:	475	words	

Entrepreneurship	and	a	passion	for	social	change	drive	the	trajectory	of	Vanessa	Wakeman’s	
career.	As	Founder	and	CEO	of	one	of	the	country’s	leading	social	change	agencies,	Vanessa	is	a	
trusted	advisor	and	influential	futurist	in	the	nonprofit	world.	Her	company,	The	Wakeman	
Agency,	addresses	the	entire	ecosystem	of	what	nonprofit	organizations	need	to	succeed:	
strategic	counsel,	public	relations,	events,	fundraising,	and	thought	leadership.	Vanessa	is	one	
of	the	few	black	women	to	found	and	own	a	social	change	agency-	helping	to	shift	the	paradigm	
of	an	industry	that	is	led	primarily	by	white	men.	
	
In	2016,	Vanessa	evolved	the	agency’s	core	services	to	include	She	Roars,	the	first	thought	
leadership	program	for	women	working	in	social	change.	Through	She	Roars,	Vanessa	enables	
women	leaders	to	harness	their	ideas	and	expertise	to	advance	important	social	causes	by	
driving	conversations,	building	credibility,	strengthening	support,	and	inspiring	activism.	
	
Growing	up	in	New	York,	Vanessa’s	activism	and	commitment	to	social	justice	was	instilled	
early	on.	She	organized	the	workers	at	her	first	job,	a	catering	company,	to	demand	and	win	
better	labor	conditions-	when	she	was	only	15.	After	working	her	way	through	college	as	a	
telecommunications	manager	at	a	law	firm,	Vanessa	landed	a	position	at	Morgan	Stanley.	
There,	she	re-engineered	a	technology	department	and	expanded	its	services.	While	at	the	
firm,	she	created	career	opportunities	for	women	and	people	of	color.	Ultimately,	her	natural	
predilection	for	entrepreneurship	compelled	her	to	leave	the	corporate	world	and	establish	her	
own	company.	She	established	her	thriving	agency	without	any	prior	experience	in	the	sector.	
	
Since	launching	The	Wakeman	Agency	in	2003,	Vanessa	has	been	recognized	as	a	champion	for	
social	change	and	building	support	for	mission-driven	causes.	She	masterminded	campaigns	for	
clients	that	include:	U.C.L.A.’s	Civil	Rights	Project,	Metropolitan	College	of	New	York,	YWCA	of	
New	York	City,	New	York	Urban	League,	Africa-America	Institute,	Harlem	Education	Activities	
Fund,	Grace	Institute,	ROC-NY,	Real	World	Scholars,	ChemoCars,	Help	for	Children,	Animal	Farm	
Foundation,	and	others.	
	
Vanessa	has	been	consistently	recognized	for	evangelizing	innovation	and	disruption	in	the	
nonprofit	sector.	In	2017,	PRNews	named	her	as	one	of	“50	PR	Game	Changers”	and	she	earned	
a	spot	on	PRWeek’s	list	of	“Champions	of	PR.”	She	was	also	designated	one	of	the	leading	
women	in	business	in	the	New	York	metro	region	by	914Inc.	magazine.	
	
As	a	thought	leader,	Vanessa	has	been	quoted	by	“ABC	Eyewitness	News,”	Crain’s	NY	
Business,	New	York	Daily	News,	Black	Enterprise,	Smart	Money,	Philanthropy	Journal,	Chronicle	
of	Philanthropy,	and	many	other	outlets.	She	is	an	increasingly	sought	after	speaker,	most	
recently	having	presented	for	UN	Women,	Hive,	Silicon	Valley	Council	of	Nonprofits	and	the	
Women’s	Leadership	Institute	of	New	York.	She	also	hosts	“The	Social	Change	Diaries”	podcast,	
where	she	interviews	leading	figures	in	the	nonprofit	world	about	addressing	the	most	pressing	
issues	of	our	time.	
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Entrepreneurship	and	a	passion	for	social	change	drive	the	trajectory	of	Vanessa	Wakeman’s	
career.	

As	Founder	and	CEO	of	a	leading	social	change	agency,	Vanessa	is	a	trusted	advisor	and	
influential	futurist	in	the	nonprofit	world.	Her	company,	The	Wakeman	Agency,	encompasses	
the	full	ecosystem	of	what	nonprofits	need	to	thrive:	strategic	counsel,	public	relations,	events	
and	fundraising.	In	2016,	Vanessa	created	She	Roars,	the	first	thought	leadership	program	for	
women	working	in	social	change.		

During	her	early	career	at	Morgan	Stanley,	Vanessa	re-engineered	a	technology	department,	
while	creating	significant	career	opportunities	for	women	and	people	of	color.	In	2003,	when	
her	entrepreneurial	spirit	compelled	her	to	leave	the	corporate	world,	she	founded	The	
Wakeman	Agency.	

With	a	focus	on	building	support	for	mission-driven	causes,	Vanessa	has	led	campaigns	for	
clients	that	include:	U.C.L.A.’s	Civil	Rights	Project,	Metropolitan	College	of	New	York,	YWCA	of	
NYC,	New	York	Urban	League,	Africa-America	Institute,	Harlem	Education	Activities	Fund,	
ChemoCars,	Help	for	Children	and	many	others.	She	was	named	one	of	“50	PR	Game	Changers”	
by	PR	News	and	to	PRWeek’s	list	of	“Champions	of	PR.”		

As	a	thought	leader	on	social	change,	Vanessa	has	been	quoted	by	major	media	on	critical	
issues	and	also	hosts	“The	Social	Change	Diaries”	podcast.	A	sought-after	speaker,	she	has	
recently	presented	to	UN	Women,	Hive,	Silicon	Valley	Council	of	Nonprofits	and	the	Women’s	
Leadership	Institute	of	New	York.	
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Entrepreneurship	and	a	passion	for	social	change	drive	the	trajectory	of	Vanessa	Wakeman’s	
career.	As	Founder	and	CEO	of	a	leading	social	change	agency,	Vanessa	is	an	influential	futurist	
and	trusted	advisor	in	the	nonprofit	world.	Her	company,	The	Wakeman	Agency	(founded	in	
2003)	provides	strategic	counsel,	public	relations,	events	and	fundraising	services	that	build	
support	for	mission-driven	causes.	She	also	created	She	Roars,	the	first	thought	leadership	
program	for	women	working	in	social	change.	

	

	


